Senior Questions 09

1. Financial Aid?  Don’t leave home without it!
2. How much do essays influence the admission process?  Essays give insight into the person behind the application and transcript.  Use your best written communication skills.
3. Financial aid – private school versus public school?  Private colleges usually have more resources for financial aid beyond what the federal government allocates.
4. When should I start applying?  Financial aid will not be awarded until you have been accepted.  ASAP.
5. When is the early action deadline?  Early November.
6. Would the ROTC be worth it?  Financially?  Personally?  Career-wise?  Only you can answer that question.
7. Does it cost money to apply every time?  Yes.  Some colleges waive the fee if you visit campus or apply on line.
8. How would you pay both an apartment & school?  Financial aid includes living expenses as well as tuition and fees.Visit
9. What’s the best college for politics?  “Best”?  Depends what you are looking for.
10. Scholarships?  Apply for them.  Check senior bulletin, search the internet, local scholarships.
11. How much do SAT’s matter?  Less than your academic history.  SATs provide a leveling tool for the admissions staff to compare you with students.  They matter more at more competitive colleges.
12. Is it more beneficial to do the Common App on line?  YES!
13. How long does it take for SAT II’s to come back?  3-4 weeks.
14. Will I be able to afford it?  Remember why you are going to college.  If you believe that further education is an investment and you chose wisely and realistically, then yes.
15. Major?  Over-rated.  Helpful in the college selection process but not mandatory.
16. How many school I apply to?  If you have done your homework, 4-5 will be fine:  a reach, a couple of good bets and a safety school.
17. Why are SAT so important?  See #15.
18. How do I get started?  See your counselor.
19. Interview? What can I expect?  A relaxed conversation with someone who genuinely wants you to go to that college.  It is also an opportunity for you to get your questions answered.
20. When do decisions have to be made?  Which decisions?   Which college acceptance you are accepting?  May 1.
21. What are college essays about?   Pretty much whatever you would like them to be about, within reason.
22. Deadlines?  Don’t miss them.
23. Are all credits transferrable out of state?  Not always.  
24. Do I have to go longer if I change my major?  Depends how drastic the change of major is.  Maybe, maybe not.
25. Where should I start if I don’t know what career I want?  Start by remembering why you want to go to college in the first place.  Use the BRIDGES program to review your interests and specific careers.  See your counselor.  Apply “Undeclared” or “Undecided”.  You will not be alone.
26. What will I need in my Art Portfolio?  Each college will outline their specific requirements.
27. What if you can’t handle college?  If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.   You CAN handle college.
28. How do I apply?  Visit the college website for instructions.   Use the Common Application which will guide you through the process. 
