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FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION NIGHT

PRESENTERS Andrea Cross, Director of Financial Aid, St. dois’s College
Janet Caner, Coordinator of Student Services, WamdHigh
School

DATE: January 6, 2010 SNOW DATE: January 13, 2011
TIME : 6:30-8:30 pm
HOST/LOCATION : Windham High School Auditorium
Step-by-step directions for completing the Free l&apion for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) Information on federal grants, scholarshiygl loan programs will be pre-
sented as well as state programs including:

The Maine State Grant Program

Educators for Maine

Quality Child Care Program

Tuition Waiver Programs

Next Gen College.

Scholarship information specifically for Windhanudénts will also be available.
Contact Janet Caner at 892-1814, ext. 456 for éaftiformation.
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HOT FIELDS OF TOMORROW

GOOD JOBS FOR MACHINISTS GO BEGGING

The most highly skilled machinists earn more than high sqgitowipals, physical therapists, and others
with master’s degrees, but few young people are choosingettief are even aware that it exists. This
lack of awareness, among other factors, has lead to a severe shbdgagkfied machinists.

Machinists work with blocks of metal or plastics to prodaepng other things, auto parts, containers,
and dies used to manufacture hundreds of other productdifi€@lientry-level machinists receive
approximately $14 an hour as apprentices. As their skilleldp, their pay increases to as much as
$85,000 a year.

A number of factors account for the gap between supply andrdefar machinists. Today’s students
are choosing college prep curriculum over vocational trainkagrording to USA. Today, the
percentage of high school students who took at least threeormdatourses in precision production fell
from 8 percent in 1982 to 4 percent in 1994. Another fastarack of skilled educators. Schools find it
difficult to keep skilled industrial technology teachers becausset professionals can earn twice as
much working in industry. Recruitment efforts are also wedhst of the 3,000 machine shops in this
country are small, with fewer than 30 employees, and thughaadlecruiting presence of larger
organizations.

Misconceptions of machinists’ work as unskilled also affeetsupply of workers. In truth, machinists
perform complex tasks. They must be able to study blusgdrdetermine what parts are needed, selec
the tools required, and program their machines to produgeddect. To do this, they apply
mathematics, such as calculus and trigonometry, and must hapeteomiesign skills. These technical
job requirements further limit the number of qualified agapiits.

Many fields experience periods of critical demand, but there areviigbwsuch a wide gap between the
quality of the jobs and the supply of skilled entrants.

Information Technology

Health Care

Teachers, Specialists in math and science, multilingual is & plus
Biotechnology

Accounting

Pharmaceutical Sales - $40,000-$50,000 plus commission

Air Marshals - make $35,000-$80,000/year

Dentists/Dental Hygienists




Maine College Advisor Weekly

From Maine College Circle

Q. How do | compare colleges and find the best one?

A « You can find magazines and websites that will offdéist of someone else's "best" colleges. You wafind the best
college for you. The truth is there is probably enthvan one "best" college for you. Take thesesteps to find them.

Step #1 -- Time. You need time to find your "besillege(s). Start early.

Step #2 -- Alist. Talk to your guidance counsefearch for colleges on the Internet. In additmBRIDGES, | recommend
the college search at www.mainecollegecircle.orgafmuch more focused search of colleges that Metugents typically
consider, and colleges that are particularly stiongertain majors.

Step #3 -- The scoop. Once you have a list of ptespirospects, you need to get a better understgrdiwhat these colleges
are really like. If you are considering collegesiorawide or colleges that are well known nationwitlsuggest you buy the
Fiske Guide to Collegesvhich is, in my opinion, qualitatively the bestlege guide on the market. Yes, the Yale Insider's
Guide is good, as is the Princeton Review's Befie@esbook; | just wish they focused more on academicsacademic life
(two reasons we go to college!) and less on thiakexgploits of the student body. You can findthktse books and others at
most bookstores.

If you are not looking at colleges with nationald#nt bodies, which is fine, you may choose to bkiping these books and
go straight to step #4 and #5.

Step # 4 -- Local perspective. Talk to studentmfgmur school who are at the colleges that intgrest Talk to their parents.
Talk to alumni. You want a Maine perspective of sebools on your list.

Step #5 -- The visit. Visit the colleges that iet&ryou. Commit yourself to talking with ten peoplecampus. One can be a
tour guide. The admissions receptionist does nohicdAs many as possible should be students. Racolint! Other employ-
ees can count. Ask them for their perspective efstthool. Ask what they like. Push for what theynmist students like least.
Explain what you are looking for from college argk éhem if they think their college is likely to bble to meet your needs,
interest, and style. | realize that initiating themversation with college students may seem atigilg to many high school
students, but you know your parents will do itéguydon't. Save the embarrassment; talk to thegmi¢udents yourself. If you
embarrass your parents in the process, they vsilljave to deal with it!

College News for Maine:
University of Glasgow, Glasgow, Scotland

The University of Glasgow has been voted as thet emaronmentally friendly education institution $totland and the sec-
ond most environmental in Europe.

The table compiled by Grist, a leading environmengbsite, lists the University of Glasgow as tharteenth greenest uni-
versity in the world highlighting that almost 45rmeent of the University’s electricity is from remable sources.

The Maine College Advisor Weekly is offered by E&@wollege Circle, a nonprofit initiative committex
providing better and equal access to informationathigher education for all Maine families and to
promoting community support for the opportunithigfher education. Bob Stuart, the writer of the Mai
College Advisor Weekly, is a nationally known agleonsultant and Maine resident. More information
and some valuable college resources are availablevav.mainecollegecircle.org.




The Community College Advantage

If you're looking for a student-centered, econorhioa career-oriented college experience, you miggt
to consider continuing your education at a comnyuecallege. These two-year schools offer Assoadhte
Arts and Associate of Science degrees as well @ngixe occupational programs that lead to ceatiéis.
In addition to preparing students for transfer 4gedr institutions, community colleges are also cotted
to providing vocational-technical education for ners of local communities, offering remedial editat
and providing continued education for adult leasner

There are a number of advantages to beginninggallege education at one of the more than 1,000igub
community colleges. One real advantage is a mergopal education than that available at the pdblic-
year institutions. Class size is considerably gnalt a community college and the faculty is hif@dtheir
teaching, rather than research ability. A secahdatage is convenience. Community colleges offer
courses that meet the schedule of working indivislaa well as full-time students. A third advartaigals
with admissions requirements. Most community gdkehave an open admission policy, and provide
education for anyone with a high school diplom&T®r ACT tests are not generally required, althoug
many community colleges use placement tests fapactive students. Finally, getting your assosiate
degree at a community college is a very cost-affecbute to a bachelor’'s degree. Tuition at comityu
colleges is considerably lower than the averag®tuat four year public colleges.

Additional information is available from the Ameait Association of community colleges at
www.aacc.nche.edu

Great Colleges for Maine Students

Wheaton College
Norton, Massachusetts

Set on a historic 400-acre campus, Wheaton Copegédes students with a beautiful and comfortanle
vironment, as well as outstanding facilities toso academic, athletic, residential and co-culaiclife.
Wheaton’s expansive curriculum encourages cre#timi&ing and innovative problem solving. Through
interdisciplinary courses, students are encourégethke connections between disciplines, cultuaed,

theory and practice. The vitality of Wheaton grdvesn each student’s involvement in the social aca-
demic life of the campus. With more than 50 stwden clubs and organizations, as well as 21 ioléxe

giate teams and numerous intramural sports, Whesitmients are active and engaged members of the com
munity.

A Wheaton Snapshot:
Wheaton is 35 miles south of Boston and 15 milethnaf Providence.
Wheaton draws a student body of 1,550 students Wdomlly every state and more than 30 countries.
The faculty-student ratio is 1:11, and the averdgss size is 15 —20.
Wheaton’s challenging liberal arts curriculum off@nore than 600 courses, 40 majors and 50 minors.
Wheaton offers 30 study abroad programs, and ientegears students have studied in more than 450
different countries.
In the past five years, Wheaton students have wane tihan 60 prestigious academic awards, including
three Rhodes Scholarships and numerous Fulbrigial&ships.

For more information, please contact the Officddmission at 800-394-6003, e-mail
admissions@wheatoncollege.emtwisit our Web site at www.wheatoncollege.edu.




1Iv1411€ pas it ail.
uphO SR ——.

World class universities and private colleges.
A community college system second to none.

Opportunities for lifelong learning—
and challenging careers.

Stunning outdoors.

A vibrant cultural scene.

An unsurpassed quality of life.
So find your calling.
Find a career.
Find yourself.

At a college in Maine.

To learn more visit www.collegeinmaine.org.
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