GLOSSARY OF COLLEGE APPLICATION TERMS

Accreditation. Recognition by an accrediting organization or agency that a college meets certain acceptable standards in its education programs, services, and facilities.

Advanced Placement. Admission or assignment of a freshman to an advanced course in a certain subject on the basis of evidence that the student has already completed the equivalent of the college’s freshman course in that subject. 

American College Testing Program Assessment (ACT). Test battery of the American College Testing Program, given at test centers in the United States and other countries on specified dates throughout the year.  It includes tests in English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning.  The ACT composite score referred to in some colleges’ descriptions is the average of students’ scores on these four tests.

Associate Degree. A degree granted by a college or university after the satisfactory completion of a two-year, full-time program of study or its part-time equivalent.

Bachelor’s, or baccalaureate degree. A degree received after the satisfactory completion of a four- or five-year full-time program of study (or its part-time equivalent) at a college or university.  The bachelor of arts (BA) and bachelor of science (BS) are the most common baccalaureates.

Calendar. The system by which an institution divides its year into shorter periods for instruction and awarding credit.  The most common calendars are those based on the semester, trimester, quarter, and 4-1-4.

Candidates Reply Date Agreement (CRDA).  A college subscribing to this college Board-sponsored agreement will not require any applicants offered admission as a freshman to notify the college of their decision to attend (or to accept an offer of financial aid) before May 1 of the year the applicant applies.  The purpose of the agreement is to give the applicants time to hear from all the colleges to which they have applied before having to make a commitment to any of them.

College-preparatory subjects. A term used to describe subjects required for admission to, or recommended as preparation for, college.  It is usually understood to mean subjects from the fields of English, history and social studies, foreign languages, mathematics, science, and the arts.

Cooperative Education. A program that provides for alternative class attendance and employment in business, industry, or government.  Students are typically paid for their work.  Under a cooperative plan, five years are normally required to complete a bachelor’s degree, but graduates have the advantage of about a year’s practical work experience in addition to their studies.

Cross-registration.  The practice, through agreements between colleges, of permitting students enrolled at one college or university to enroll in courses at another institution without formally applying for admission to the second institution.

CSS/Financial Aid Profile.  A form and service offered by the College Board and used by some colleges, universities, and private scholarship programs to award their own private financial aid funds.  Students pay a fee to register for PROFILE and send reports to institutions and programs that use it.

Deferred admission.  The practice of permitting students to postpone enrollment, usually for one year, after acceptance to the college.

Distance learning.  An option for earning course credits at off-campus locations via cable television, Internet, satellite classes, videotapes, correspondence courses, or other means.

Early action.  Students who apply under a college’s early action plan receive a decision earlier than the standard response date but are not required to accept the admission offer or to make a deposit prior to May 1.   

Early decision.  Students who apply under the early decision commit to enroll at the college if admitted and offered a satisfactory financial aid package.  Application deadlines are usually in November or December with a mid- to late December notification date.  Some colleges have two rounds of early decision.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FASFA).  A form completed by all applicants for federal student aid.  In many states, completion of the FASFA is also sufficient to establish eligibility for state sponsored aid programs.  There is no charge to students for completing the FASFA.  Forms are widely available in high schools and colleges, and may be filed any time after January 1 of the school year for which one is seeking aid (e.g. after January 1, 2008 , for academic year 2008-2009 assistance).

Grade-point average or ratio (GPA). A system used by many schools for evaluating the overall scholastic performance of students.  Grade points are determined by first multiplying the number of hours given for a course by the numerical value of the grade and then dividing the sum of all the grade points by the total number of hours carried.

Honors Program. Any special program for very able students that offers the opportunity for educational enrichment, independent study, acceleration. or some combination of these.

Internships.  Short-term, supervised work experience, usually related to a student’s major field, for which the student earns academic credit.  The work can be full- or part-time, on- or off-campus, paid or unpaid. Student teaching and apprenticeships are examples.

Major.  The student’s academic field of specialization.  In general, most courses in the major are taken at the degree-granting institution during the junior and senior year.

Open admission.  The college admission policy of admitting high school graduates and other adults generally without regard to conventional academic qualifications, such as high school subjects, high school grades, and admission test scores.  Virtually all applicants with high school diplomas or their equivalent are accepted.

Rolling admission.  An admission procedure by which the college considers each student’s application as soon as all the required credentials, such as school record and test scores, have been received, The college usually notifies applicants of its decision without delay.  At many colleges, rolling admission allows for early notification and works much like nonbinding early action programs.

SAT I Question-and-Answer Service.  A service of the College Board that provides students with a copy of the SAT I test they took, their answers and the correct answers, scoring instructions, and information about the questions. The service is only available for certain test dates.

SAT I: Reasoning Test.  The College Board’s test of developed verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities, given on specified dates throughout the year at test centers in the United States and other countries.  The SAT I is required by many colleges and sponsors of financial aid programs.

SAT II: Subject Tests.  College Board tests in specified subjects, given at test centers in the United States and other countries on specified dates throughout the year.  Used by colleges not only to help with decisions about admission but also in course placement and exemption of enrolled freshmen.  Includes English Language Proficiency Test.

Student Aid Report (SAR).  A report produced by the U.S. Department of Education and sent to students in response to their having filed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  The SAR contains information the student provided on the FASFA as well as the federally calculated result, which the financial aid office will use in determining the student’s eligibility for a Federal Pell Grant and other federal student aid programs.

Transcript.  A copy of a student’s official academic record listing all courses taken and grades received at an institution.

