English IV Midterm Assessment

January, 2012

Topic:
You have embarked on an academic experiment for the last quarter.  You designed your own learning.  You 
were finally in charge of what you wanted to learn and there were next to no limitations on what that could 
have been.  After all the countless hours “wasted” in class, you got to chose something that only you wanted to 
learn about and you got to chose how you were going to show your learning and how you were graded on your 
work.  You were the boss.  Spend some time quietly reflecting about how you responded to this experiment 
and what your performance was during the quarter.  In a personal reflection, discuss your understanding of the 
following statement as it pertains to your performance during the second quarter.  


The expectations we have of others are always more than the ones we have of ourselves.  Why?  

Task:
To employ a variety of persuasive techniques in writing to influence the position of others.

Directions: Using a pre-write, complete a 5 paragraph argumentative essay that explores the above topic. 

Process:  1. Using a pre-write strategy (outlining, mind-mapping, etc), discern a purpose for your writing.


  2. Create a clear, defensible thesis for your argument.


  3. Collect at least three examples that support your argument and write them down in an outline.  


  4. Fully outline your paper and bring this to class for your scheduled midterm date. 


  5. Write a final draft during the midterm, using dictionaries provided for spelling.

Grading: Essays will be scored with the WHS writing rubric.  (Copies will be provided for your pre-writing process).

