English III Midterm Assessment

January, 2012

Essential Questions for the course:  How do American history and culture shape personal identity?

· What can one do when faced with lack of power and choice?

· How does one balance individualism with responsibility to community?

· What is the American dream and is the attainment of it possible for every member of society?

· Why are some members of society more susceptible to alienation than others?

Task: To locate, summarize, and synthesize information from primary and secondary sources

Directions: Using your pre-write, complete and rough draft and a revised final draft of a 5 paragraph essay that 
  
     explores the following prompt:


Consider the texts we have read in class thus far as well as the essential questions for the course.  


Chose one essential question and discuss its significance in more than one of the texts you have read this 


year.  Consider the following: How do the texts explore the question?  How have the texts informed your 
opinions about the possible answers to the essential question?  Why is the question worthwhile to consider in 
the first place?  How have the authors of the texts grappled with their own consideration? 

Process:   1. Using a pre-write strategy (outlining, mind-mapping, etc), discern a purpose for your writing.


  2. Create a clear, defensible thesis for your argument.


  3. Review the texts (and notes) from first half of the year, finding at least three separate pieces of textual 
  
  evidence that support your thesis.


  4. Collect textual evidence, thesis statement, and outline BEFORE your scheduled midterm date. 


  5. Write a rough draft and complete a final draft during the midterm, using dictionaries provided for 
  
      spelling.

Grading:  Junior classes will be scored using the SAT Writing rubric, all other classes will be scored with the WHS 
  
  Writing rubric.  (Copies of both will be provided for your pre-writing process).
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