WHS Writing Rubric 

(WHS Mission and Vision – Academic Expectations: All students will read, write, and speak effectively)

	Category


	1 = does not meet the standard
	2 = partially meets the standard
	3 = meets the standard
	4 = exceeds the standard

	Essay Structure


	Does not meet length and format requirements; the paragraphs have little to no development
	Partially meets length or format requirements; the paragraphs are partially developed
	Meets format and length requirements (including citations if necessary)
	Fully developed, meeting both length and format requirements (including citations if necessary)

	Introduction 


	Undeveloped; lacks relevance to topic 
	Ineffective or inadequate overview of topic
	Provides an overview of the topic and the thesis statement is appropriately place
	Shows sophisticated development, including a broad opening statement that attempts to engage the reader, an overview of topic, and an appropriately placed thesis

	Thesis Statement


	Is confusing, weak, and/or irrelevant 
	Is weak and not specific
	Is clear, specific, and defensible
	Is complex, clear, specific, and defensible

	Body Paragraphs


	Limited focus and/or development with little evidence to support thesis; no transitions are used
	Partially developed with limited evidence to support thesis; ineffective transitions may be used
	Primarily focus on proving thesis with sufficient evidence; utilizes topic sentences and transitions
	Focus on proving thesis with well-supported evidence; utilizes topic sentences and effective transitions

	Conclusion
	Does not restate thesis or summarize new ideas; introduces new information
	Restates thesis, partially summarizes key ideas, and may introduce new ideas 
	Restates thesis and summarizes key supporting points
	Reiterates thesis, is richly developed, and advances the thesis to a broader context

	Standard English Conventions
	Limited evidence of knowledge of standard conventions of English; errors seriously interfere with communication 
	Several errors in a simplistic text; errors interfere somewhat with communication
	Few errors relative to length and complexity; errors do not interfere with meaning; varied vocabulary choices
	Complexity demonstrates a command of standard English conventions and a rich vocabulary


