
The Crucible 

   Arthur Miller

This packet includes the class work and homework that you will be required to finish for the duration of the play.  A final test will be given at the end of the reading. Other assignments will be given throughout the play as well, including but not limited to: historical research, character analysis, and application of themes to modern day dilemmas.  

Do NOT lose this packet – you will receive only one.  Due dates for each assignment will vary; make sure to write the due dates (once given) on the top of each sheet.  Below is a list of what the packet includes – please refer to this often.

-Study Guide (student to fill out)

-Scavenger Hunt 

-Act I Questions

-Act II Quote Explanations 

-Act III Quotes (group work)

-Act III Reading Quiz (to be given in class)

-Act IV Conflict Worksheet

-Act IV quiz (take home)

-Multimedia research: National Geographic

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/salem/
“Experience the Trials”

-Final Test (to be given in class)

The Crucible

Study Guide

It is your responsibility to take notes each day and use the study guide to help you prepare for quizzes and tests.  

Concepts:

Conflict (Internal and External)

Motives:

Character Analysis:

Hysteria:

Vocabulary:

Puritanical




Prodigious

Exudes





Faction





Defamation




Conjured




Abominations




Deference





Avidly





Trepidation




Licentious




Pallor

Indignant




Dote (to dote on)

Ameliorate




Daft

Pious





Reproach

Incredulous




Conciliatory

Reprieve




Adamant

Theme:

How does American history and culture shape personal identity?

Name:

Period:

The Crucible




        Scavenger Hunt 

1. The Crucible was written by _____ _____.

2. The author of the play lived from _____ to _____.

3. The Crucible was first staged in ____; the author was ___ years old.

4. What does HUAC stand for?

5.  Who was the Senator that headed up what would later be referred to as the “Red Scare?”

6. What historical period is the play based on? (Give name and year)

7.  What was HUAC’s response to the play and the author?

8. Who was the Massachusetts Bay Colony founded by?

9. What was the Reverend’s name of the settlement?

10. Give a brief explanation of what happened the winter of 1691-92, who it affected, and how it was explained amongst the settlers.

11.  What is the type of poisoning called that some scholars have used to explain the happenings of that winter?

12. Essentially, what do these scholars say happened to the settlers?  (Hint: what drug did they unknowingly consume?)

Act I

1.Why has Reverend Parris sent for a doctor as the play begins?

2.What does Parris question his niece Abigail about?

3.What is Parris’ main concern?

4.Why does Abigail say she was dismissed by the Proctors?

5.Who does Abigail accuse of conjuring spirits at this point?

6.What does Betty Parris reveal about what happened in the woods?

7.What threat does Abigail make to the other girls?

8.What happened in the past between John Proctor and Abigail? How do each of them feel about it now?

9.How does John Proctor feel about Reverend Parris?

10.Why is Reverend Hale in Salem? 

11.What does Giles Corey reveal to Reverend Hale?

12.When Abigail is questioned by Reverend Hale, who does she blame? What proof does she offer?

13.What ultimatum is Tituba given?

14.Who does Tituba accuse of being a witch?

15.Why does Abigail start accusing people at this point?

16.Why does Betty Parris start accusing people?

ACT TWO – QUOTE EXPLANATIONS

For each quotation from Act Two of The Crucible, write a response discussing its significance.  Be sure to include who is speaking, to whom they are speaking, what events are occurring at the time the passage is spoken and why it is important.

A. “It’s winter in here yet” (938).

B. “We are what we always were in Salem, but now the little crazy children are jangling the keys of the kingdom, and common vengeance writes the law” (953).

C. “Is the accuser always holy now?” (953)

D. “You forget nothin’ and forgive nothin’.  Learn charity, woman…I have not moved from there to there without I think to please you, and still an everlasting funeral marches around your heart…” (940)

E. “I am a good woman I know it; and if you believe I may do only good work in this world, and yet be secretly bound to satan, then I must tell you sir, I do not believe it…If you think that I am [a witch], then I say there are none” (949).

F. “Why, this go hard with her- I had my doubts , I had my doubts but here’s calamity” (951)

The Crucible Act Two Questions

1.What is the significance of the scene between Elizabeth and John Proctor? What does it reveal about their relationship and about each of their characters? 

2. What is the gift Mary Warren gives to Elizabeth? 

3. What information does Mary provide about the trial? What role is she playing at the trial? Why does John forbid her from attending?  

4. Why does Reverend Hale come to the Proctors' home? What does this scene reveal about Hale's role in the trial? 

5. What relationship does Hale suggest exists between the church and the court?  

6. What does Proctor tell Hale about why the children were ill? How does he claim to know? 

7. What is the point of the discussion between Hale and the Proctors about whether or not they believe in witches? 

8. What does Giles report to the Proctors? What is the significance of his revelations?  

9. What event begins to change Hale's opinion about the arrests? How does he feel about the court?  

10. What role does Cheever play? What is revealed about his character?  

11. What do we learn about why Mary Warren gave the poppet to Elizabeth? 

12. Why is Elizabeth arrested? On what grounds?  

13. What do we learn about Mary Warren's motives at the end of the act?

QUOTATIONS: Explain the significance of the following quotes.

1.  "Oh, it is a black mischief." (John Proctor)  

2.  "John, if it were not Abigail that you must go to hurt, would you falter now? I think not." (Elizabeth)  

3.  "Oh, Elizabeth, your justice would freeze beer!" (John)  

4.  "We must all love each other now, Goody Proctor." (Mary Warren)  

5.  "He sentenced her. He must. But not Sarah Good. For Sarah Good confessed, y'see." (Mary Warren to the Proctors) 

6.  "She never knew no commandments." (Mary Warren to the Proctors)  

7.  "It's God's work we do...I'm - I am an official of the court." (Mary Warren to the Proctors)  

8.  "And thinks to kill me, then to take my place." (Elizabeth to John)  

9.  "No - no, I come of my own, without the court's authority. Hear me. I know not if you are aware, but your wife's name is - mentioned in the court." (Hale to John Proctor)  

10.  "He preach nothin' but golden candlesticks until he had them. I labor the earth from dawn of day to blink of night, and I tell you true, when I look to heaven and see my money glaring at his elbows - it hurt my prayer, sir, it hurt my prayer. I think, sometimes, the man dreams cathedrals, not clapboard meetin' houses." (John to Hale)  

11.  "Theology, sir, is a fortress; no crack in a fortress may be accounted small." (Hale to Proctor)  

12.  "If you think that I am one [a witch], then I say there are none." (Elizabeth to Hale)  

13.  "God keep you both; let the third child be quickly baptized, and go you without fail each Sunday in to Sabbath prayer; and keep a solemn, quiet way among you." (Hale)  

14.  "They take my wife....And his Rebecca!" (Giles)  

15.  "If Rebecca Nurse be tainted, then nothing's left to stop the whole green world from burning. Let you rest upon the justice of the court; the court will send her home, I know it." (Hale to Francis Nurse)  

16.  "Man, remember, until an hour before the Devil fell, God thought him beautiful in Heaven." (Hale)  

17.  I never kept no poppets, not since I were a girl." (Elizabeth to Cheever)  

18.  "And he [Parris] goes to save her [Abigail], and, stuck two inches in the flesh of her belly, he draw a needle out. And demandin' of her how she come to be so stabbed, she - testify it were your wife's familiar spirit pushed it in." (Cheever to John Proctor)  

19.  "Abby sat beside me when I made it [the poppet in court]." (Mary Warren)  

20.  "Is the accuser always holy now? Were they born this morning as clean as God's fingers? I'll tell you what's walking Salem - vengeance is walking Salem. (John Proctor)  

21.  "You are a coward! Though you be ordained in God's own tears, you are a coward now!" (John Proctor to Hale)

 

ACT THREE QUOTES:  As a group and without using your book, try to identify the speaker of as many of the quotes below as possible.  Whichever group gets the most quotes correct by the end of the time, wins 5 bonus points on the upcoming Crucible exam.  

1.)  “I – I have once or twice plowed on Sunday” ___________________

2.) “The pure in heart need no lawyers”                ___________________

3.) “But it is a whore’s vengeance, and you must see it” _______________

4.)  “And it is my face, and yours Danforth”         ___________________

5.)  ‘They’ll be hanging my wife.”                          ___________________

6.)  “It were pretense, sir.”                                    ___________________

7.)  “He’s come to overthrow this court your Honor!” _______________

8.)  “A fart on Thomas Putnam…”                       ___________________

9.)  “No, sir.”                                                         ___________________

10.)  “Has he ever threatened you?”                      ____________________

11.)  “I say – I say, God is dead!”                            ___________________

12.)   “Goody Proctor always kept poppets.”         __________________


13.)   “I quit this court.”                                         ____________________

14.) “Why do you come, yellow bird?”                   ____________________

15.) “Beware this man, your excellency…”         __________________

Conflict in Arthur Miller’s The Crucible

Using your notes, define the following terms.

External Conflict _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Internal Conflict ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Identify a character or characters that are facing an external conflict.  What is that conflict? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________What type of conflict is this? _____________________________________

Cite textual evidence that illustrates the conflict. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________(        ).

Identify a character that is facing an internal conflict.  What is that conflict? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Cite textual evidence that illustrates the conflict.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________(        ).

The Crucible

Act IV quiz

1. What is noticed about Parris by the members of the village?  How has he been acting of late? 

2. What has become of Abigail and Mercy Lewis at the opening of Act IV?

3. Why does Danforth declare “Mr. Parris, you are a brainless man!”?

4. What is the reference to Andover – what seems to have happened in that settlement?

5. Based on the following speech by Parris, why would it be a good strategy for those condemned to stick together and not confess?

“Now Mr. Hale’s returned, there is hope, I think-for if he bring even one of these to God, that confession surely damns the others in the public eye, and none may doubt more that they are all linked to Hell.  This way, unconfessed and claiming innocence, doubts are multiplied; many honest people will weep for them, and our good purpose in list in their tears.” Pg1093

6. What is the real reason Parris seems to be having a change of heart against the trials?

7.  Explain why Hale delivers such a speech:

“Excellency, there are orphans wandering from house to house; abandoned cattle bellow on the highroads, the stink of rotting crops hangs everywhere, and no man knows when the harlots’ cry will end his life-and you wonder yet if rebellion’s spoke? “ 

8. How did Giles Corey die?  Explain the process including his last words.

9. Why did Giles Corey choose to die this way?

10. Why is Proctor’s confession not enough – what does the court want to save his life?


