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The Rag and Bone Shop

Homework Quiz pages 22-40

1. Bobo Kelton is a bully at school.  Jason, because he is an outsider, sees all of the sly tricks Bobo commits.  One day, Jason sees what Bobo does to Rebecca Tolland.  Explain, in 3-4 sentences, what Bobo does to Rebecca and what Jason does to Bobo.

2.  Emma and Jason have a small conversation about Alicia Bartlett.  At the end, Emma says “Do you think I’m horrible?  For saying what I just said about her?”  What is it that Emma said that could be taken as “horrible”?

3.  The end of the chapter ends with the doorbell ringing at Jason’s house and someone asking to talk to him.  

-Who is at the door?  

-What do they want to talk to Jason about?

4.  Briefly explain Brad's actions at the end of the school pool party.  What was the interaction between he and Alicia like?

5. Matching


A. Younger sister of Jason Dorrant


B. Angry and temperamental brother, bully


C. Lieutenant who feels pressure to solve the case


D. The Senator whose grandson was in the second grade with the murdered girl


E. District Attorney


F. 7 year old girl who has been killed


G. 12 year old boy who feels ignored at school and is lonely


H. Investigator known for getting confessions


I.   Bully at school that pushes Jason in the lunch line

_____
Alicia Bartlett





_____
Brad Bartlett


_____
Jason Dorrant





_____
Emma

_____
Trent






_____
Bobo Kelton

_____
Gibbons





_____
Braxton

_____
Alvin Dark

The Rag and Bone Shop - Classwork

Pg 62-72

1. Who surprises Trent in the Limo?

2. What does he soon realize about his car-mate?

3. We find at crucial information on Lottie – what is it?

4. Take your best guess at why the book is titled “The Rag and Bone Shop” based on the lines of verse on page 71.

Pg 73-78

1. What does Senator Gibbons mean when he tells Trent “You can write your own ticket.”?

Pg 78-94

1. Fill out two character sheets, one on Jason and one on Trent during this chapter.

2. A journal entry from Trent or Jason’s point of view during the break – at least ½ page in length.

The Rag and Bone Shop





Name:_________________

Quiz over 112-142





Date:__________________

1. At the beginning of the chapter, Jason finally gets what off his shoulders?

A.  That he had thought Alicia was catty and unfriendly at times

B.  That Brad had picked on him numerous times without Alicia knowing

C.  That he had thought something was strange about the way Brad and Alicia were arguing that afternoon.

D.  That he thought Brad may have killed Alicia.

2. One of the first thing Trent does to throw Jason off is suggest that

A.  Alicia never really liked him as a friend and made fun of him on purpose.

B.  Alicia was secretly in love with Jason and picked on him to hide her true feelings.

C.  Jason may have been dreaming about being at Alicia’s the afternoon in question.

D.  Jason had an unhealthy like for violent movies and books.

3. Trent refers to a line of questioning as being “where the ladders start.”  He then asks Jason very leading questions that prompt Jason to take a guess at

A.  What was found near Alicia’s body.

B.  What the murder weapon may have been.

C.  What position Alicia’s body was found in.

D.  What Alicia was wearing when her body was found.

4. What does Trent suggest that Jason’s motive would have been in killing Alicia?

A.  Jason was jealous of Alicia and how smart she was.

B.  Jason had a crush on her and she was not interested in him.

C.  She had a crush on him and was making his life miserable.

D.  She made him feel inferior by making fun of him.

5. Towards the middle of the interrogation, Trent has an epiphany (a sudden understanding) – what is it?

A.  That Jason was innocent.

B.  That Jason has seen the killer attack Alicia.

C.  That Jason was playing dumb on purpose.  

D.  That Jason had blacked out and truly not remembered killing Alicia.

6. Trent decides to continue with the interrogation due to what reasons?

A.  He remembers the promise made by Senator Gibbons

B.  He thinks maybe Jason is cleverer than he appears.

C.  He is worried he may be losing his instincts.

D.  All of the above.

7. Trent persuades Jason into confessing by the use of what argument?

A.  That if Jason confesses nothing will happen to him – he’ll be able to just go home and maybe be grounded.  

B.  That Jason’s father and mother will be very disappointed in him if he doesn’t confess to killing Alicia.

C.  That Trent is acting as his advocate, and if he steps outside of the interrogation room without a confession, the police and town will all hate him and then arrest him.

D.  That Brad says he witnessed the murder and the police and town believe him and not Jason.

Character Sheet

Directions: In the left-hand column, write the character traits of the one of the characters in the story. In the right-hand column, list how the trait is revealed in the text (use page numbers!).  Traits can be revealed by events, actions, words, thoughts, attitudes, and feelings.

Character Name: ___________________________________

Trait







Revealed by...

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Character Traits Word Bank

adventurous, afraid, ambitious, arrogant, bad, bold, bossy, brainy, brave, brilliant, calm, careful, careless, charming, cheerful, childish, cowardly, cruel, curious, demanding, depressed, dishonest, eager, easygoing, energetic, evil, faithful, fearless, foolish, friendly, funny, gentle, giving, gloomy, graceful, greedy, guilty, happy, healthy, helpful, honest, hopeful, imaginative, impatient, impolite, innocent, inventive, intelligent, jealous, kind, lazy, lonely, loving, loyal, lucky, mature, mean, mysterious, nervous, nice, noisy, obedient, peaceful, pleasant, polite, poor, proud, quiet, responsible, rough, rowdy, rude, sad, scared, selfish, serious, shy, silly, sly, smart, sneaky, spoiled, strange, sweet, talented, thoughtful, thoughtless, trusting, trustworthy, unfriendly, unhappy, upset, warm, weak, wicked, wise, worried, zany
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The Rag and Bone Shop by Robert Cormier

Reading Test

Please answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. “Six months ago, in the milky whiteness of a winter dawn, Carl Seaton had broken into the modest two-story home of Aaron and Muriel Stone to steal the small gun collection in the cellar” (5).  What happens next?  

2. On the first day of summer vacation Jason is invited to swim at Brad Bartlett’s house.  Does Jason accept Brad’s invitation?  Why or why not?

3. Whose body is “found between the trunks of two overlapping maple trees in dense woods?”  What is listed as the preliminary cause of death?  What do the police believe is used as the murder weapon?  

4. “Bobo pushed him from behind while they were waiting in line in the school cafeteria.  But that wasn’t the real reason Jason had turned around and knocked him down” (23).  What was the real reason that caused Jason to hit Bobo?  

5. What is Senator Gibbon’s interest in this murder?  What promise does Senator Gibbons make Trent?

6. In what way(s) was the office that Jason was in perfect for an interrogation?  

7. List at least two interrogation tactics that Trent uses when questioning Jason.

8. “Trent knew irrevocably that the boy was innocent, knew in the deepest part of his being, past all doubt and deception” (131).  How does Trent proceed after this realization?

9. Who is Sarah Downes?  What is her role in the novel?  Who is Lottie?  

10. After a long interrogation, Jason confesses to the murder?  Is Jason the killer?  If not, who is the murderer?

Character Analysis Assignment

   
The Rag and Bone Shop

Write an essay analyzing a character from The Rag and Bone Shop.  A completed character sheet must accompany the finished essay.  Your paper should fulfill these goals: 

11. • Explain how the author helps the reader gain a deeper understanding of the chosen character. 

12. • Provide an in-depth analysis of how each Element of Character is used to deepen the understanding of the character. 

13. • Include direct quotations from the novel along with your analysis of these quotes. 

14. • Include at least 8 adjectives to describe your character that demonstrate an increased vocabulary. 

15. Follow the conventions of standard, written English, with correct use of spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

Assigned: 

Due: 

Rubric for Character Analysis Assignment 

	 
	90-100                   84-90
	70-77 
	70 and below

	Connection between character and author’s craft. 
	Explains how the author helps the reader gain a deeper understanding of the chosen character. 
	Explains how the author helps the reader gain a better understanding of the chosen character.  
	Explains the character but does not connect their actions to the author’s craft. 
	Explains the character incompletely and/or makes no connection to any author’s craft. 

	Analysis of each Element of Character 
	Provides an in-depth analysis of all five elements of character as evidence. 
	Provides an in-depth analysis of 3-5 elements of character as evidence. 
	Provides an in-depth analysis of 1-3 elements of character as evidence. 
	Provides an in-depth analysis of only 1 element of character as evidence.

	Use of supporting quotations 
	Includes direct quotations from the novel along with your analysis of these quotes. 
	Includes direct quotations from the novel along with some analysis of these quotes. 
	Includes indirect quotations from the novel along with some analysis of the ideas. 
	Includes no quotations from the novel and/or no analysis of these quotes. 

	Use of the conventions of standard, written English 
	Includes no more than two errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
	Includes three to four errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
	Includes five errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
	Includes more than five errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

	Demonstration of Vocabulary usage. 
	Includes 8 or more appropriate and correctly used adjectives to describe and deepen the understanding of the character. 
	Includes 6-8 appropriate and correctly used adjectives to describe and better the understanding of the character. 
	Includes 4-6 appropriate and correctly used adjectives to describe the character. 
	Includes 3 or fewer adjectives and/or does not correctly use appropriate words to describe the character.


