Third Quarter – Writing Workshop

This is a working outline of topics that will improve your writing during the third quarter.

Your willingness to actively read about these topics and to consistently practice writing are paramount to your improvement as writers.  You will only get out as much as you put in.

You should be prepared to write every block period.  Charged net books will be convenient; however,  if these are not available you will write long hand.  

Almost all materials and resources will be provided by the Online Writing Lab at Purdue University.  The library's website, as well as my faculty website will provide you with quick links to this page, though a basic search in any search engine will yield the proper results as well. 

I. Essay Writing

A. Expository Essays

1. Conciseness

a. Conciseness

b. Eliminating Words

c. Changing Phrases

d. Avoid Common Pitfalls


      2. Sentence Variety

a. Variation

b. Sentence Types

c. For Short, Choppy Sentences

d. For Repeated Subjects or Topics

e. Similar SentencePatterns or Rhythms

B. Descriptive Essays

C. Narrative Essays

D. Argumentative Essays 

1. Establishing Arguments

a. Strong Thesis Statements

b. Research and Evidence

c. Organizing Your Argument

d. Rhetorical Strategies


      2. Logic in Argumentative Writing



a. Logic



b. Using Logic



c. Fallacies



d. Logic in Writing 

Only self-educated is educated. Others are merely taught. 
Erno Paasilinna 

