English III Honors 

Mrs. Heric 

Room 123 

aheric@grsu14.org 

207-892-1810 Ext. 283 

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 

Available by appointment 

Course prerequisites:

To enroll in English III Honors, all students must have earned their English II credit, have a 

teacher recommendation, a suggested score of a 241 on the NWEA test. 

Course description:

This course covers an overview of American Literature, with specific instruction on research 

skills and SAT test prep. All units will link directly to targeted understandings and essential 

questions of the course. The main essential question that will guide our studies will be, “How 

do American history and culture shape personal identity?” 

Other questions to be explored are: 


What can one do when faced with lack of power and choice? 


How does one balance individualism with responsibility to community? 


What is the American dream and is the attainment of it possible for every member of 


society? 


Why are some members of society more susceptible to alienation than others? 

Course objectives:

The course will emphasize skills in reading and interpreting poetry, using primary and 

secondary sources for research. Specific skill practice and mastery will be in how to 


-analyze how meaning is conveyed in poetry through the use of various literary 


devices 


-evaluate informational texts for an author’s conclusions, rhetorical devices, and the 


overall effectiveness of the piece (while citing instances of ambiguity, overstatement, 


etc) 


-locate, summarize, and synthesize information from primary and secondary sources 

Students will acquire the following content in this course: 


-literary terms: diction, rhyme, rhythm, repetition, metaphor, simile 


-terms and topics related to informational texts: validity, truthfulness, ambiguity, 


contradiction, understatement, overstatement, text structure, inference, and fallacy 


-elements of the research process: thesis statements, supporting evidence, elements 


of persuasive writing, synthesis 

Writing skills that will be practiced include: 


-using appropriate language, transitions and transitional devices, explicating direct 


quotes, concise and succinct writing, avoiding plagiarism, comparing and contrasting 


literary elements, standard English conventions 

Texts (this is not an exhaustive list): 

Adventures in English Literature 

Hot Words Vocabulary for SAT test 

The Great Gatsby



Winter’s Bone 

The Road 






The Things They Carried 

The Virgin Suicides 





various play by Arthur Miller 

various texts by Ernest Hemingway 

Course assessment:

Evaluation will be given in two forms: summative and formative. Summative assessments will 

be the larger end-of-a-unit test or project where students will demonstrate their mastery of 

the skills practiced. All assessments in this category will count as 20 percent of the quarter 

grade. 

Formative assessments will be in the form of homework, classwork, quizzes, prompts, 

discussion, etc -anything that is used as a practice of the skill we are working on. All 

assessments in this category will count as 80 percent of the quarter grade. The only 

change to this grading system with be during the first quarter, in which 12% of the students 

grade will be based on their summer reading performance (reader response journals and a 

comprehensive test). 

Available support services: 

You are always welcome to stop in for extra help during my office hours after school or 

at other times when I am not elsewhere, but if those times don’t work for you, you are 

encouraged to access the school’s the Academic Support Center in the back of the library. 

Please reach out via e-mail as well. Other guidelines below: 

Rules and Guidelines for Success in Your English Class 2011 -2012 

All due dates should be respected. Work turned in late may be denied, and work turned in 

incomplete or insufficiently completed will be returned for the student to re-do. 

Long-term assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Work that is 

late will result in a deduction of seven points per school day. Long-term assignments include 

essays, literary analyses, projects, research papers, etc. Just because a class does not meet 

1. on a particular day, it does not mean you cannot turn in an assignment for that class. 

Please do not be late to class. “Late” means not in your seat when then bell rings. 

Do not leave texts in class or depend upon borrowing one in the 

classroom. The text you sign out at the beginning of the year is the one you must turn in at 

the end of the year! We cannot be responsible for materials left in the room. 

After an absence from class, you must see me during my office hours or through an 

appointment. Do not wait to see me and do not assume that we did nothing while you were 

out. Some good advice: find yourself a “buddy” and take care of each other. 

Academic Honesty... All work you do for this class must be your own. No copying of 

someone else's homework, using someone else's essay, plagiarizing, or otherwise cheating 

will be accepted. The penalties for any of these indiscretions are spelled out in your student 

handbook. See the WHS policy for academic honesty for more information. 

In the classroom, please, be courteous and respectful of others…….clean up after 

yourselves, no headphones, no cell phones, no iPods, no CD players, beepers, boomboxes, 

turntables, phonographs, walkmans, etc. Ladies, if you happen to be carrying a purse that 

small mammal might fit in (or is roughly the size of a backpack) please leave it in your locker. 

S.L.A.N.T. Sit up, Lean forward, Ask questions, Nod your head, Take notes. 

Have a GREAT year!! 

