
English II Course Syllabus
2011 - 2012
Mr. Livengood
Teacher Information:
Office Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays from 2:00-2:45 or by appointment
E-mail: clivengood@rsu14.org
Phone: (207) 892-1810, ext. 357
Introduction
Welcome to Mr. Livengood’s English II class!  I’m looking forward to working with each of you this year on refining and applying the skills you learned in English I to “the real world.”  We will achieve this through the exploration of cross-cultural literature, including folktales, short stories, novels, dramatic, and poetic works, then develop our literacy skills through analysis, learning new vocabulary, writing and research.  Together, we will address the following essential question: What is the common human experience?

Class Expectations
Although we will collaborate to develop a class agreement regarding appropriate classroom behavior, there are several universal beliefs that need to be observed by all members of the class at all times.
∙ Members of the class must demonstrate respect to all class participants including students, teachers, and visitors.  As individuals with our own beliefs and values we will not always agree about everything, however we must show one another the respect we would expect in return.
∙ Cell phones will not be allowed during class under any circumstances.  Other personal electronic devices including iPods, mp3 players, CD players, etc, will occasionally be allowed when they are not causing a distraction to the learning environment.  Permission must be granted prior to use or the devices will be confiscated and returned after school.
Class Policies and Procedures
Students are expected to arrive on time to class with all of the needed materials.  During class, students are required to participate and complete class work according to teacher’s stated expectations.  Because class work and participation are a large part of the grade, it is very important to come prepared with the appropriate materials and stay on task.  Likewise, the homework assignments are important components of in-class activities and therefore need to be completed on time in order for you to keep pace with the flow of this course.  All homework must be completed and handed in at the beginning of each class session.  Late assignments will be dropped a letter grade for each day they are late.  In the event of an absence, you will have exactly one week to make up all missed assignments.
Materials Needed
Students will need the following materials for daily class meetings:
Pen/Pencil

Three ringed binder for this class (see memo)
Netbook

Appropriate texts
Texts
We will be reading many different short stories, essays, articles, and other works during this course.  In addition, we will also read several novels as a class, including, but not limited to, the following texts.
Glencoe Literature Anthology
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

Oedipus, Sophocles

Independently selected reading books
Course Outline
This is a tentative course overview that is subject to change.
Quarter I:

Grammar: parts of speech, clauses, fragments, commas
-Folktales/Short Stories
-Review Literary Terms: elements of fiction

-MLA format and the 5 paragraph essay – literary analysis
-Vocabulary
-Journal writing
Quarter II:
-Grammar: verb tenses, subject-verb agreement
-Review Literary Terms: elements of style, cultural context
- House on Mango Street
-The 5 paragraph essay/personal narrative writing
-Vocabulary
-Journal writing
Quarter III:

-Grammar: semi-colon, prepositions, articles
-Short Stories
-Review Literary Terms: thematic elements, irony
-Oedipus, The King
-Creative Projects/
-Vocabulary
-Journal Writing
Quarter IV:

-Grammar: irregular verbs, active and passive voice

-Persepolis
-Research Projects
-Media Unit
-Vocabulary
-Journal writing
Grading
Grades in this class will be made up of essays, reading journal entries, vocabulary quizzes, grammar and literary term tests, creative projects and other assignments.
Class work/Participation: 20%
Homework/Reader’s Journal: 20%
Essays/Tests/Projects: 40%
Quizzes: 20%

