English IV Honors Course Syllabus

2011 – 2012
Mrs. Guy
Teacher Information:

Office Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays from 2:00 – 2:45

E-mail: bguy@windhamraymondschools.org
Phone: (207)892-1810, ext. 396
Introduction:

Welcome to English IV and congratulations on registering for an Honors level course.  You will work hard, but you will see growth in your skills as we take some journeys into wonderful literature.  This course focuses on, but is not necessarily limited to, British literature.  You will write a great deal in order to prepare you well for college and the world beyond.  Papers will be kept in a writing folder in the classroom and we will aim to work into our schedule periodic writing conferences.  We will study novels, plays, stories, and poetry from a variety of periods.  You will write and revise a college admissions essay and create a senior project.  Vocabulary study and grammar and usage will also be a part of this class.  We will complete some media studies and discuss satire and social change.  Class participation is important! Please don’t hesitate to come see me during my late nights if you need help with anything or just need a quiet place to work.  You can also e-mail me anytime if you have questions or concerns.  Honors English is meant to be challenging.  If you are, at any time, not challenged adequately, please let me know.
Essential Questions:

One overarching question will serve as the focus for this class:

How do language and literature shape and reflect culture and thought?

Additionally, the following questions will help to guide your understanding of the texts and units we will study this year. 
· How do a culture's archetypes embody its values?

· To what extent does literature bring about social change?

· How do we distinguish between appearance and reality?

· How do cultural expectations define gender roles?

As we discuss and work with various types of literature, we will refer to these questions to look for connections among the pieces of literature we study.  You have already done some of this with summer reading.   A Doll’s House has introduced you to the question of  cultural expectations of gender roles.  Beowulf raises the issue of cultural archetypes embodying  the society’s values.  And, The Turn of the Screw makes a read wonder about appearance vs. reality.
Texts:

Texts for this class will include but not be limited to:

· Adventures in English Literature
· Vocabulary for College C and D

Other readings will be drawn from:

· Becket

· Canterbury Tales

· Macbeth

· Hamlet

· The Return of the Native

· Wuthering Heights

· Pride and Prejudice

· A Tale of Two Cities

· The Importance of Being Earnest

· Pygmalion

· 1984

· Fahrenheit 451

Connection to the Maine Learning Results:

At Windham High School, all English IV classes will address the following standards from the Maine Learning Results (you can find more information about these through the district website):

Reading: 1d, 1e, 2b, 2c, 2g

Writing: 4a, 5c

Research: 1d

Media: 1c, 1d

Expectations:

· It is understood that every member of this class is to treat every classmate and me with courtesy and respect.  You will be accorded respect in return.  You may disagree with someone’s point of view, and lively discussions always make class more engaging, but we  need to make sure that everyone feels comfortable in this classroom. 
· It is absolutely essential that you come to class prepared every day.  You will need a binder or notebook that is used only for English, whatever books are necessary for the day, completed homework, and a writing utensil.   Pencil may be used for vocabulary quizzes, but all other work turned in must be in blue or black ink.

· There will be absolutely no use of cell phones, and no use of iPods, CD players, or anything else with headphones.   Keep them out of sight.  Purses and handbags should be placed on the floor or should hang by the strap on the back of your seat. 
·  Please do not be late to class. “Late” means not in your seat when then bell rings. Three
              tardies will result in detention. Further detentions will be sent to administration. A tardy of more

              than twenty minutes is recorded as UA.

Other considerations:

Do not leave texts in class or depend upon borrowing one in the

classroom. The text you sign out at the beginning of the year is the one you must turn in at the

end of the year! We cannot be responsible for materials left in the room. Always also have a pen

and notebook for handouts.

 After an absence from class, you must be excused through the main office in order to make up

work missed. You are expected to make up all work you have missed because of an EXCUSED

absence. You should make sure you have a reliable attendance “buddy” with whom you can

check when you return from an absence. Forms for attendance buddies to use are kept in the

classroom. All work such as quizzes and tests must be made up within two weeks. All work

missed as a result of an UNEXCUSED absence will result in a grade of zero and cannot be made up.
            Please take care of your personal needs outside of class time.
Grading:

Major grades (tests, essays): 55%

Vocabulary quizzes: 20%

Reading quizzes/reader responses: 15%

Homework (vocabulary sentences and other short assignments): 10%

Adjustments will be made to accommodate  the senior  project during the fourth quarter.

Late Work:

Vocabulary sentences and short homework assignments may not be turned in late.  They are not to be completed in class while we are engaged in other work. Vocabulary sentences may be submitted (after class) on the same day they are due.  Homework we are using in class may not be turned in late for credit.   For projects or papers, you will lose seven points per school day that the assignment is late.  “Sympathy passes” will be issued once and may be used on anything except the senior project.    If you’re struggling with a writing assignment, you need to come get help from me or another teacher (the writing lab is great for this) well before the assignment is due.   
Anticipated Schedule of Units and Texts.  
(Some changes may be necessary.)
Quarter 1:

· Beowulf discussion and study of the Anglo-Saxon time period and culture

· Becket
· College Admissions Essay

· The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer (funny!  racy!) and study of the Medieval period

· Macbeth (murder, conspiracy, ghosts and insanity – what could be better?)  - Cultural gender expectations are germane to Macbeth
· Vocabulary for College C 

· Assigned novel as outside reading

Quarter 2:

· Hamlet

· Assigned novel as outside reading

· Comparing and contrasting poetry/poetry assignment
· Selection of topic for senior project
Quarter 3:

·  Satire/editorial writing /dystopia
· Assigned novel as outside reading

· The Victorian Era in Literature – The Importance of Being Earnest

· Vocabulary for College D
Quarter 4:

· media studies

· Vocabulary for College D

· Assigned novel or play

· Using literary criticism

· Senior Project is due

