English IV Academic                              Mrs. Guy
Room 120          bguy@windhamraymondschools.org            892-1810 Ext. 396
Make Up Days: Monday and Tuesday.  Other times may be available by appointment.
Course description, objectives, and prerequisites:  To enroll in English IV AC, all students must have passed English III, must have a teacher recommendation, and must have the minimum recommended score of 226 on the NWEA test.  
This course covers an overview of British literature with an emphasis on specific units that address the development of the English language and culture.  The main essential question that will guide our studies will be “How do language and literature shape and reflect culture and thought?”   Other questions to be explored are:
How do a culture’s archetypes embody its values?
To what extent does literature bring about social change?
How do we distinguish between appearance and reality?
How do cultural expectations define gender roles?
The course also emphasizes skills in critical reading, in literary analysis, in critical writing, and in vocabulary development. A review of grammar and usage will be covered as it applies to writing. During the first quarter, students will write and revise a college application essay.  During the year, we will also work with units involving  media studies, research skills,  poetry, and comparing and contrasting themes across works to align with specific skills and objectives outlined Maine Learning Results listed below.
These include, but are not limited to:
identifying theme in a text
comparing and contrasting types of poetry
understanding various persuasive techniques and using them
understanding elements of effective editorials and constructing editorials
understanding how various media can support communication and convey messages
understanding the role of print and nonprint sources in conveying messages
comparing and analyzing themes across works
Texts:
Adventures in English Literature
Grammar and Composition Book 6
Vocabulary for College C & D
Other readings will be drawn from:
Becket      Anouilh
The Return of the Native    Hardy
Pride and Prejudice      Austen
Wuthering Heights       Bronte
Murder on the Orient Express    Christie
Alas, Babylon       Frank
1984   George Orwell
I Am the Cheese  Cormier
Angela’s Ashes     McCourt

Fahrenheit 452      Bradbury
Evaluation will generally be based on:
Tests and Short Papers 45%
Vocabulary Quizzes 20%
Grammar/Usage Quizzes 15%
Reading Quizzes/Participation 10%
Homework 10%
Values may be adjusted to reflect specific assignments, but those will be made clear in advance.  
A word about academic integrity: The Academic Integrity policy will be followed at all times. Copying another’s work or plagiarizing cannot be tolerated. Remember that if you can find something online, so can everyone else!
Available support services - You are always welcome to stop in for extra help during my office hours after school or at other times when I am not elsewhere, but if those times don’t work for you, you are encouraged to access the school’s the Academic Support Center in the back of the library. Please see other guidelines below:
Rules and Guidelines for Success in Your English Class 2011 - 2012
1. All short-term assignments (daily homework and vocabulary sentences)are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Generally, they may not be turned in late for credit. Work that is late because of an excused absence should be passed in immediately upon your return to class.
Note: Vocabulary sentences are always due at least a day before the quiz.  NO PENCIL.
2. Long-term assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Work that is late will result in a deduction of seven points per school day. Long-term assignments include essays, literary analyses, projects, research papers, etc. Just because a class does not meet on a particular day, it does not mean you cannot turn in an assignment for that class.  Each student will be issued one non-transferable “sympathy pass” to use for 7 late points if needed.
3. Work that is to be passed in must be completed in blue or black ink, or can be word processed. All major essays must be word processed. Please note that pencil is NOT acceptable.
4. Please do not be late to class. “Late” means not in your seat when then bell rings.
5. Do not leave texts in class or depend upon borrowing one in the
classroom. The text you sign out at the beginning of the year is the one you must turn in at the end of the year! We cannot be responsible for materials left in the room.
6. After an absence from class, you must be excused through the main office in order to make up work missed. You are expected to make up all work you have missed because of an EXCUSED absence. You should make sure you have a reliable attendance “buddy” with whom you can check when you return from an absence. Forms for attendance buddies to use are kept in the classroom. All work such as quizzes and tests must be made up within two weeks. All work missed as a result of an UNEXCUSED absence will result in a grade of zero and cannot be made up.  
7. Academic Honesty... All work you do for this class must be your own. No copying of someone else's homework, using someone else's essay, plagiarizing, or otherwise cheating will be accepted. The penalties for any of these indiscretions are spelled out in your student handbook. See the WHS policy for academic honesty for more information. 
8. In the classroom, please, be courteous and respectful of others…….No food (with some exceptions), no headphones, no cell phones, no iPods, no CD players, or beepers. Ladies, please place your handbags on the floor or use the strap to attach them to your seat behind you.  Please do not work on homework for this class or for other classes when you are here. You are here to be engaged with our work, and you have my promise that there will always be something to do. Please keep your feet on the floor, clean up any and all messes, and stay in your seat until it’s time to go.
9.  Be involved.  Learning is a lot more enjoyable when you choose to be engaged.  Listen to others, ask questions, or respectfully offer a different perspective.  Your voice is as important as anyone else’s.  
10. Have a GREAT year!!
"What we want is to see the child in pursuit of knowledge, and not knowledge in pursuit of the child." - George Bernard Shaw
