
Windham High School

English III

Portfolio Project:

College* & Career Research

* College here is defined as any post-secondary education and/or training needed for career development. This can include, but is not limited to certificate programs, vocational training, 2 and 4 year degree programs, military training, and internships. 
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Student’s Name: ___________________________________________

Project Career & College Research Overview

Maine State Learning Results 

· Scan a passage to determine whether a text contains relevant information.

· Distinguish between apparent fact and opinion in nonfiction texts.

· Analyze and synthesize the concepts and details in informational texts.

· Explain how new information from a text changes personal knowledge. 

· Develop an appropriate strategy for finding information on a particular topic.

· Use referencing while doing research. 

· Identify and use library information services.

· Use search engines and other internet resources to do research. 

WHS Curriculum

· locate, summarize, and synthesize information from primary and secondary sources

Essential Questions

· What is the American dream and is the attainment of it possible for every member of society

Introduction

Over the several weeks you will be completing a research paper. The topic will be centered on your college and career choice(s). You will complete multiple steps as outlined in this packet. 

Topic: Careers and College Choice

You will select a career and begin to research the path that will lead to a successful placement in this area. 

Research Paper Requirements (MLA Standardized Format)

· 4-8 pages typed

· 12 point font: Times New Roman

· MLA format

Minimum Content Requirements for Research Paper:

1. Minimum of 4 sources, which must include:

· Primary source

· Bridges online source 

· Internet source(s) (other than Bridges)

· Interview 

· Print/newspaper (teacher discretion)

2. Paper must be MLA formatted (include a title page, complete table of contents, and works cited page)

NOTE: You will be learning where to find these sources and how to create each required section throughout the process. 

Grading - **This project counts as 30% of your third quarter grade!**
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The research paper will be assessed with the WHS research rubric.  Due to the nature of a research paper, you must be vigilant when citing sources.  All sources will be checked to insure no plagiarism has occurred. At any time we may request to see any of the sources cited within your list of works. Failure to produce a source may be considered plagiarism.  Following is a list of graded components of the project and their weights.  Please refer to the rubric for specific details as to how the research paper will be assessed. 

Plagiarism will result in a zero on the paper.
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http://nsulibraries.blogspot.com/2006_09_01_archive.html
1. Research Paper (50% of total project grade)

Outline: 5pts.
_________

Draft edited by another English teacher: 15pts. 
_________

Final Product: 30pts. 
_________

2. Portfolio (50% of total project grade)

KWL Graphic Organizer: 5pts
_________

Printouts from Bridges on careers and colleges* 10pts
_________

Career/College Graphic Organizer(s): 5pts

Evidence of primary source: 10pts
_________

Evidence of contact with schools and students: 10pts
_________

Copy of unofficial transcript: 2.5pts
_________

Completed pages of the Common Application: 5pts
_________

Cover Page and Table of Contents: 2.5pts
________

Preliminary Steps: Materials & Brainstorming

Step 1: Review Packet

Step 2: Materials Needed

· Three Ring Binder – required

· Plastic sleeves – suggested

· Dividers – suggested 

Step 3: Know – Wonder – Learn

Complete the KWL Graphic organizer based on your possible college and career choices. This will be the 1st entry in your portfolio (teacher discretion). 
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Career Research - Your research will produce answers to the following questions: 

· What does one need to know and be able to do for this career? 

· What type of post-secondary education is needed?

· Are there any additional certifications needed for this career?

· What is the expected salary for this career? 

· What daily/hourly hours would one work?

· What type of vacation can one expect?

· What type of work does one do in this career? Are you required to work with your hand in a physical sense or is it more with your mind?

· Are there opportunities for advancement in this career? 

Please note: You may vastly expand the scope of this section in order to clarify this career.

Step 1: Bridges

Go to the BRIDGES website (www.bridges.com) and gather information on interests, careers, and education.  Student services will discuss specific directions for this site which most of you have already been introduced to.  You will need to find and print out four (4) results from Bridges:

a. The Bridges Interest Assessment

b. The profile of the college you are looking at

c. The career outlook for your chosen field 

d. A listing of schools with 5 characteristics you are looking for in a school.  One of these characteristics MUST be your “major” or a career-related field of study.

Other helpful resources:

1. Occupational Outlook Handbook: http://www.bls.gov/oco/
2. CollegeBoard.com

Step 2: Graphic Organizer

Fill out the career portion of the career & college graphic organizer that is in this packet.

Step 3: Primary Source

You will choose one form of primary source research.  This may be:  

a. Job shadow an individual in his/her selected career

b. Conduct a personal interview with an individual in a selected career

c. Read a biography or autobiography of an individual in the selected career
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Part II: College Research 

Your paper will examine the important information that you identified while researching your specific college; it will include the answers to the questions below: 

· What type of college is it?

· What is the enrollment?

· Is it urban or rural?

· What are the admission requirements?

· What are the tuition costs?

· What type of major might you pursue at this college? 

· What is a description of this major?

· What skills are necessary to be successful in this major?

· What high school courses are needed for this major?

· What courses does one take at college to fulfill this major?

· What is the study/workload like for this major?

· What career might one go into with this major?

· What are the viewpoints of current students in this major?

· What questions would you ask a college admissions counselor?

· What other majors relate to this major?

Step 1: Refer back to the bridges website to find colleges that match your criteria. Print your results. 

Step 2: Choose 3 Colleges

Each student will choose three colleges from the list of schools presented on the previous survey.  You may want to consider choosing one school from each category (Reach, Realistic, and Safety).  Take into account the extent to which your schools will help you achieve your desired career.  

Step 3: College Contact

Write a letter to the admissions staff at each of the schools you have chosen; OR send an email to admissions; OR make a phone call to admissions.  Obtain a viewbook and application for your three schools.  Save these documents.

Step 4: Review Materials

Review the materials from your schools.  Look carefully at what they say about their schools.  After reviewing all three schools, select the one school that most interests you and might most help you gain a job in the career of your choice.

Step 5: Graphic Organizer

Fill out the college portion of the career & college graphic organizer that is in this packet.

Step #6: Additional Sources

Search for additional sources which discuss the school you have selected.  Read reviews of the school.  Try to locate a current student from the school.  Interview a member of the college’s admission staff. Do whatever it takes to gather as much relevant information as possible for your paper, portfolio, and display.
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Part III:  Presenting Your Learning

All projects will be showcased in a final exhibition during the third quarter.  Community members, teaching staff, administration and the student body will be invited to attend this exhibition.  Your work will be displayed next to your peers; keep this in mind while creating your portfolio and your visual.

Visual – Your visual must clearly present information on both your career and your college.  Some suggestions are:

· Brochure

· Poster

· Power Point

· Original view book

· Photo and Informational Album

· Collage
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Outline 

The ability to construct an outline for a research paper helps to ensure that your paper is organized and logical.  The outline is a required part of your research paper process and should be included in your portfolio (teacher discretion).  You can use the outline below, or you can create your own outline template if you wish.

1. Start to organize your paper by placing the research you have into the outline.

2. Fill out the entire outline template below.  You should exhaust all the research you have.

3. Go back and look for sources that will help you address any areas where you did not have enough information.

4. Use this outline to write your paper. Add body paragraphs as needed. 

Part I: Career Research

 I. Introduction

A. General Background Information: Career and College

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________

B. Thesis (what concepts and details will you discuss in your work)

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________

  II. Body Paragraph (General Theme) ____________________________________

A. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

B. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

III. Body Paragraph (General Theme) ____________________________________

A. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

B. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

IV. Body paragraph (General theme) ____________________________________

A. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

B. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

  V. Body Paragraph (General Theme) ____________________________________

A. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

B. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

VI. Body Paragraph (General Theme) ____________________________________

A. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

B. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

VII. Body paragraph (General theme) ____________________________________

A. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

B. Major Idea: ____________________________________

1. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

2. Supporting Detail: ____________________________________

V. Conclusion

A.  Restate Thesis

1.  General Overview o key points: ____________________________________

2.  Key Data: _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

B.  Expand Ideas beyond the details within your paper

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

Graphic Organizers

Fill in the attached organizers with the information you gain from your research.

KWL – Know, Wonder, Learned about my college* & career

	            What I Know


	           What I Wonder
	         What I have Learned




Career Graphic Organizer

	Education Needed


	Salary/Hourly Wage
	Expected Hours
	Average Vacation
	Other Qualifications


	What other important information did you find?
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College* Graphic Organizer

	College* Type


	GPA – Rank – SAT
	College* Location
	Tuition
	Total Enrollment


	What other important information did you find?




Checklist

Please use following checklist to “check off” items of your project as you complete them.  This checklist MUST be in your final portfolio.


Check
Date
Requirement

1. _____
_____
Get a 3-ring binder to house materials

2. _____
_____
Complete the K and W sections of the KWL Graphic Organizer*


3. _____
_____
Fill out the graphic organizer on the two (2) career survey sites

4. _____
_____
College results from Bridges 

5. _____
_____
Write letter, email, or call to request, materials from this college

6. _____
_____
Identify what form of primary research you will use

7. _____
_____
Begin to identify other sources that support your research

8. _____
_____
Locate a student from your selected college and interview him/her, or

call the admissions staff and interview one of them.

9. _____
_____
Fill out the research paper outline*

10. _____
_____
Begin to create a draft of your research paper

11. _____
_____
Get your 1st draft edited, signed, and dated by any English teacher*

12. _____
_____
Obtain an unofficial transcript from student services

13. _____
_____
Fill out the first four pages of the Common APP 




(www.commonapp.com)*

14. _____
_____
Complete your final draft

15. _____
_____
Complete the L section of the KWL chart*

16. _____
_____
Submit your entire portfolio (minus your display) in your 3 ring 


binder in a neat, attractive fashion

17. _____
_____
Take a deep breath and a sigh of relief.

* teacher discretion
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