
Reading Course Description
2010 - 2011
Mr. Livengood
Teacher Information:
Office Hours:  Mondays and Tuesdays from 2:00-2:45 or by appointment
Room 123
E-mail: clivengood@windhamraymondschools.org
Phone: (207) 892-1810, ext. 357
Introduction
Welcome to Mr. Livengood’s Reading Class!  This course has been designed to help you improve your reading and literacy skills in order to assist you in your studies and experiences as a literate consumer.  By developing effective reading strategies such as previewing, organizing, summarizing, note-taking, and vocabulary building, you will improve your ability to interpret meaning through context, analyze intent, decipher the unfamiliar, and most importantly, strengthen your independence.  Through effective literacy skills you will gain access to a greater body of knowledge, and access to knowledge is access to power!
Class Expectations
Although we will collaborate to develop a class agreement regarding appropriate classroom behavior, there are several universal beliefs that need to be observed by all members of the class at all times.
∙ Members of the class must demonstrate respect to all class participants including students, teachers, and visitors.  As individuals with our own beliefs and values we will not always agree about everything, however we must show one another the respect we would expect in return.
∙ Cell phones will not be allowed during class under any circumstances.  Other personal electronic devices including iPods, mp3 players, CD players, etc, will occasionally be allowed when they are not causing a distraction to the learning environment.  Permission must be granted prior to use or the devices will be confiscated and returned after school.
Class Policies and Procedure 
During class, students are required to participate and complete class work according to teacher’s stated expectations.  Because class work and participation are a large part of the grade, it is very important to come prepared with the appropriate materials and stay on task.  Likewise, the homework assignments are opportunities to carryover practices and strategies used in class and therefore are a large part of the final grade.  All homework must be completed and handed in at the beginning of each class session.  Late assignments will be dropped a letter grade for each day they are late.  In the event of an absence, you will have exactly one week to make up all missed assignments.
Materials Needed
Students will need the following materials for daily class meetings:
Pen/Pencil

Three ringed binder for this class with section dividers
Agenda

Independent reading materials (very important)
Texts
We will be reading a number of short stories, articles, essays, textbooks, The Body, by Stephen King, and other works as a class.  However, many of the skills and strategies we will be learning will be applied to independent reading materials or texts for other classes.
Grading
Grades in this class will be made up of constructed reading responses, summaries, reading journal entries, vocabulary quizzes, and other assignments.
Class work/Participation: 40%
Homework: 20%
Constructed Responses/Tests: 20%
Reader’s Journal: 20%
Are you ready?
The year has just begun and we’ve barely even met.  This course description is just a glimpse of what is to come and is subject to change if necessary.  As your teacher, I will try to be flexible and do what I can in order to best assist you in your academic growth.  This year is going to RULE!

