Movies & Literature

Course Syllabus

Instructor – Mr. Livengood

Class Location - room 121

Office Hours - Monday and Tuesday from 2:00-2:45, or by appointment.

E-mail Address – clivengood@rsu14.org

Phone Number - 892-1810 ext. 357


Course Description - This course is designed to introduce students to the study of the relationship between various genres of literature and film.  Units will explore the novel, the short story and film while examining the issues and elements pertaining to the genres and examining the role of director as author.  Students will also study the elements of film and filmmaking, a brief summary of film history, as well as, read various criticisms related to the films viewed.  All students will be expected to complete various writing tasks in response to both the literature and the movies. 

Materials needed – You should bring the following with you to every class:

· pen/pencil

· notebook

· text (whichever we are working with)

Texts Covered – Daphne Du Maurier’s The Birds



     Washington Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”



     Ambrose Bierce’s “Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”



     Boggs/Petrie Art of Watching Films



     Bordwell/Thompson Film Art



     Various Film Publications

*In some cases, only part of a text may be covered.  Additional material may be covered as the need arises.

Films – A list of films has been sent home with an accompanying permission slip for parental consent for viewing.  The list is partial as we will be watching many clips from a variety of films throughout the class, from the earliest experiments with moving picture and significant influential works from foreign countries, to examples of the most recent exercises in film technology.

Evaluation is based on the following:  tests and quizzes; writing, projects, and presentations; homework and class work; class participation, behavior, and preparation. 

Attendance – If you miss a class, it is imperative that you schedule an appointment to stay for make-up.  Since this is a discussion-based class, you will need to get any notes you may have missed.  If you miss all or part of a film, you will need to schedule time to watch it, as you will be assessed over all films viewed (this may require you to stay after a couple of days).  

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),


Your child has enrolled in the English elective Movies and Literature.  The course is intended to provide students with an introduction to the study of film, as well as sharpen student’s critical reading, viewing and writing skills.  Throughout the course, we will read texts of various literary genres and watch the film adaptations of the texts.  Some of the films viewed carry an R rating, so I am asking that you review the course outline and read the film descriptions listed below before deciding whether to grant permission for your student to view the films in class.  This course is only open to juniors and seniors.  Next to each of the film descriptions, please indicate whether you give permission for your child to watch the film, by checking the box labeled “yes” or “no”.  If you have any special concerns or questions regarding any of the material covered, please feel free to contact me at anytime.  


We will be viewing all or part of the following films:

YES        NO

_____       _____          - Alfred Hitchcock's The Birds, Vertigo, Psycho (not rated, but containing some violence and strong thematic elements) Three films by the master filmmaker will be analyzed during our unit on auteur theory.

_____       _____          - Werner Herzog's Grizzly Man (rated R for language and thematic elements)  Herzog's documentary about an amateur wildlife enthusiast who lives with bears in the Alaskan wild will be examined during our studies of non-fiction film.

_____       _____          - Eric Rohmer's The Baker Girl of Morceau (not rated, no objectionable content) In this short early film of the French New Wave, a young law student, played by Barbet Schroeder, embarks on the sly pursuit of two different women.

_____       _____          - Steven Spielberg's E.T. (rated PG for some language) Classic family film about the friendship between a young boy and an alien.

_____       _____          - Tim Burton’s Sleepy Hollow (rated R for some violence and horror) This is an adaptation of the classic early American short story “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”.  The story is based on the legend of the headless horseman and a town living in fear of the legend.

_____       _____         - Rob Reiner’s Stand By Me (rated R for language and thematic elements) – This oscar-nominated film is an adaptation of Stephen King’s novella The Body.  It is the story of four childhood friends who go on a journey to find a missing boy their own age.  The boys share stories of troubled childhoods and express fears about their futures.

_____     _____          - Sophia Coppola’s The Virgin Suicides (rated R for strong thematic elements) – This is the story of a group of four young boys who become obsessed with understanding the mysterious disappearance of four sisters living in their neighborhood.  

Parent Signature: ________________________

Again, please contact me anytime you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s progress or the course content.

Sincerely,

Chris Livengood

English Teacher

