Independent Reading – Quarter Two

American Poets

Due Date – Monday, January 9th/Tuesday, January 10th 

Every quarter you will have to read independently.  This quarter you will read twenty poems by the same American poet.  Additionally, you will find and read two pieces of literary criticism and two pieces of biographical information written about your poet.  On the January due date, I will collect a writing assignment from all students.  Furthermore, students will present their poet to the class.  Please plan your time accordingly.  

Step 1 – Research American poets and choose one to study in depth.  You must submit your top three choices and the following information about those choices in class on Wednesday, November 16th: poets (in order of preference, year of birth and year of death, and at least one poem title for each poet).  This will count as a formative assessment grade.  

Step 2 -- Find two pieces of literary criticism and two pieces of biographical information

               written about the poet you are studying.  Print or photocopy the articles.  You

               must attach all four articles to your writing assignment in order to

               receive a grade.  Actively read the criticism and the biographies and prepare to

               paraphrase this information.

Step 3 – Read a minimum of twenty poems written by your poet.  As you read each

              poem, consider the form, the speaker, the images, the figurative language, and

              the meanings.  Is there a common or recurring theme that unites the poems?

              Decide which one poem you will focus on in your writing and your presentation.

              You must type and hand in a list of the twenty poems you read.

Step 4 – Write! 

* Paragraph One – biographical information

* Paragraph Two – poetry (general overview)

* Paragraph Three – poetry (one specific poem you focused on)

* Paragraph Four – literary criticism

* Paragraph Five – conclusions and personal response

Step 5 – Prepare for your presentation.  You will present the biographical information,

              the poetry, the literary criticism, and your personal response to the class.  During

              the presentation, you will also read at least one poem.  Although a visual is not

              required for your presentation, it will certainly enhance your grade.  As part of 

              your presentation, be prepared to answer teacher and student questions.      

Windham High School has very clear guidelines about avoiding plagiarism. You must paraphrase all biographical information.  That means the information must be in your own words.  If you need help with paraphrasing please ask! 

