Windham School Department

Oral Expression Student Notes

Retelling History: A Family Storytelling Presentation*
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Grade Span:  ELA 9-12

Essential Questions: How do experiences shape personal identity? What is the importance of storytelling?

Assessment Type:  Performance Task

Maine Learning Results:  


Windham High School Mission and Vision


All students will read, write, and speak effectively.


MLRs:



  D1a - Use appropriate diction, syntax, and figurative language to suit 




  purpose, context, and audience.

                        E2b -  Apply conventions of Standard American English to suit audience 

                                   and purpose.


WHS Curriculum:

Create and present oral presentations appropriate to audience and purpose.

Assessment Summary:  This presentation regards the stories families tell each other as a valuable source of information.  You will interview family members and listen at family gatherings to collect and record stories.  Collect a range of stories including life-changing events such as meeting the milestone of education, employment, marriage, birth and death; immigration experiences; responses to world events such as war, environmental disasters, or economic disasters; and the description of everyday life known as social history.

*If extenuating circumstances impede your ability to interview family members, an alternate oral expression assessment will be provided.

Materials/Resources for Assessment:  

1. Assignment sheet with step-by-step guidance

2. Family Storytelling Interview Sheet

3. Prewriting Template: Exploring your Topic

4. Essay Organization Sheet/Class notes

5. Scoring rubric

6. Peer and teacher feedback

7. Power point presentation on speech elements

8. Index cards or poster prompts

9. Lectern for presentation

Windham School Department

Oral Expression Assignment Sheet
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Step One – Listen, Ask, and Collect

Spend time listening and talking with your family members.  Think about who usually tells the stories in your family.  What is the content of these stories?  

A template has been created to help you interview a family member.  You may find all the questions helpful or just a few.  Use this as a guide to get interesting information.  If you would like to interview more than one family member, your English teacher has extra templates.  You may consider using a tape or video recorder when you conduct your interview(s).  You can then record the information on your sheet(s).  DO NOT have a family member simply fill in the sheet.  The interview is part of the process of this common assessment.

Step Two – Draft and Revise

Once you have conducted your interview(s), review your notes.  Which story did you find most interesting?  Use the Prewriting Template to fill in the main ideas of your story and the interesting details you heard.  For instance, if a grandparent shares what life was like when he or she was a teenager, your bubbles might include the following:







Once you complete the Prewriting Template, you are ready to begin your speech.  Use the Essay Organizer to ensure you have all the components for a well-planned speech.

Introductory paragraph – Introduce your family in a creative manner to catch your audience’s attention. (Refer to notes on the five-paragraph introduction.)

Body paragraphs – Write about each idea by making your details vivid.  Find a way to connect your ideas in a focused order – least interesting to most interesting/order of occurrence, etc.  

Concluding paragraph – Tell your audience how this story affected your life and your world view.  What did you learn about yourself and your family while completing this project?  (Refer to conclusion notes from five-paragraph essay experience.)

** You will need several conferences and drafts of your family story, so DO NOT misplace your papers!!**

Step Three – Prepare your Project for Presentation

We will discuss the components of a well-done presentation – eye contact, gestures, intonation, pacing, rich language, development, speaking audibly, expression, response, and engagement of the audience.  You will practice your presentation with a partner, in a small group, and even in front of the class before you present to the whole class for evaluation.  In addition to these opportunities, you can also practice during your teacher’s late nights.

You are allowed to use index cards containing your actual speech.  Or you may consider creating poster prompts to simulate the tele-prompters we see professionals on television use.

Step Four – Present

You will present your family story to the class, and your teacher will score you according to the Oral Expression Rubric.  Another teacher or administrator may also be asked to score the presentation.  Your scores will be recorded on a Standards Report Card and sent home at the end of the school year.  The skills you learn from presenting this speech are lifelong skills.  Give it your all, and . . . 

Good Luck!!!
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Name_______________________________________Date_____________Period__________

Family Storytelling Interview Template

This worksheet will help you as you gather material for your family storytelling presentation.

Part 1.  Brainstorming

1. Who usually tells the stories in your family?  When are these stories shared?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is usually the content of these stories? (For example, are they about hunting and fishing experiences?  Specific childhood stories?  Sports? War stories?)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2.  Interview Questions

You may choose from the following conversation starters to begin gathering stories.  Use as many of these questions as you wish or think of your own.  Prepare your questions ahead of time; use a recorder or write down the answers as you hear them.

1. What were some funny/interesting/remarkable/dangerous things that happened to…?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​___________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________>>>>OVER

2. Can you tell me about the everyday life, activities, routines, school, expectations, and rituals of your life when you were my age?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is there a story behind a specific object (baseball glove or trophy, for example), heirloom (watch or piece of furniture, for example) or photograph?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Have there been any difficult times in the world that our family experienced?  How did our family cope with these times?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other Ideas:

· Tell me about a time when…

· What was your childhood like . . . 

· Any other questions you may have been wanting to ask

      __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now you should be ready to start organizing these ideas!

PREWRITING TEMPLATE:  Exploring your Topic

Use a DETAILS CLUSTER to explore and to identify main ideas and details for your Family Storytelling Presentation.
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ESSAY ORGANIZER

	Introduction/Thesis


	Body Paragraph 1

Topic sentence:

3 Supporting Details/Examples:

Transition:


	Body Paragraph 2

Topic Sentence:

3 Supporting Details/Examples: 

Transition:


	Body Paragraph 3

Topic Sentence:

3 Supporting Details/Examples:

Transition:


	Conclusion/restate thesis:


Name ________________________________Date _____________________________________
Windham High School Oral Expression Rubric

Adapted from LAD 

	E/LA Content Standard and 

Performance Indicator(s)
	1

Does Not Meet

Standard
	2

Partially Meets

Standard
	3

Meets

 Standard
	4

Exceeds 

Standard

	WHS Mission and Vision Statement/Academic Expectations

1a.  All students will read, write, and speak effectively.

Source of Evidence – Oral Presentation
	Lack of eye contact, gestures, intonation, and pacing.  Speaker is mostly inaudible and is lacking expression.  Responses to the audience may be inappropriate.
	Inconsistent use of appropriate eye contact, gestures (when used), intonation, and pacing.  Speaker is not clearly audible and expression is limited. Responses to the audience are vague.
	Consistent use of appropriate eye contact, gestures (when used), intonation, and pacing.  Speaker presents audibly and with expression.  Responses to the audience are clear and appropriate.
	Sophisticated use of effective eye contact, gestures (when used), intonation, and pacing.  Speaker presents audibly and with expression.  Responses to the audience are extended, clear, and appropriate.

	E.  Listening & Speaking

2a.  Choose and present information logically

Source of Evidence –

Oral Presentation
	Presentation includes few key ideas that are insufficiently supported with ineffective language.
	Presentation includes some key ideas that are hindered by occasional lapses in development and effective language.
	Well-developed presentation includes key ideas that are clarified and enhanced by the use of effective language.
	Well-developed presentation includes key ideas that are clarified and enhanced by the use of rich language.  

	D.  Language

1a. Use appropriate diction, syntax, and figurative language to suit purpose, context, and audience.

E.  Listening & Speaking

2b.  Apply conventions of Standard American English to suit audience and purpose.

Source of Evidence –

Oral Presentation  
	Presentation

indicates little awareness of the intended audience or content presented is not suitable. 
	Presentation contains some content that may be irrelevant or inappropriate for the intended audience.
	Presentation contains relevant and appropriate content for the intended audience.
	Presentation contains relevant and appropriate content for the intended audience.  Speaker clearly attempts to engage the audience throughout the presentation.

	F.  Media 

1d. Determine appropriate media, relevant to audience and purpose that extend and support oral, written, and visual communication
	Presentation includes media that is irrelevant to audience and purpose.
	Presentation includes media that supports but does not extend oral communication.
	Presentation includes media that extends information and reinforces audience’s understanding of the topic. 
	Presentation includes varied media that enhances the audience’s understanding and appreciation of the topic.


 Complete a Details Cluster based on the ideas you gathered on your Family Storytelling Interview Sheet.  Start by writing down the Topic you’ve chosen (funny stories, sports stories, family heirlooms, holiday traditions, etc.).  Then list three Main Ideas that are related to the topic.  Next, list at least two supporting Details for each main idea.  Use the completed cluster as a guide for your next step – drafting!





Detail – classes (Home economics, English, math)








Main Idea - SCHOOL








Detail – Friday night football games





     Detail – strict teachers (Mr. St. Thomas and Mr. Neal)








Main Idea - SPORTS








Topic – Grandma Lucy as a teenager in the 1950’s








Detail – drive-in movies 








Detail - cars








Detail – Half-court basketball








Main Idea – HANGING OUT WITH FRIENDS













