English III Academic
Course Syllabus 2011-2012
How do American history and culture shape personal identity?

Instructor – Mrs. Enkosky
Class location – room 122

Office hours – Mondays and Wednesdays (excluding the first Wednesday of each month) from 2-2:45 or by appointment.

Contact information – email: senkosky@rsu14.org -   phone: 892-1810 ext. 381

Course description, prerequisites and objectives:  This course will explore a variety of American literature, from colonial to contemporary times.  The course will also explore various informational texts, including both primary and secondary sources.   Several types of oral presentations will be required.  Various research projects will be required as well.  Specific instruction and assignments in the following areas will also be given: grammar, vocabulary, drama, poetry, and literary analyses.  Preparation for the SAT will be a part of the structure of this course.  To enroll in English III Academic, all students must have a passing grade in previous year’s English course, teacher’s recommendation, and a recommended score of 226 on the NWEA Reading Test.

Course objectives are aligned with the Maine Learning Results and the WHS English department scope and sequence.  
Course content - All students will know:

· various literary terms (including but not limited to): diction, rhyme, rhythm, repetition, metaphor, simile

· terms and topics related to informational texts: validity, truthfulness, ambiguity, contradiction, understatement, overstatement, text structure, inference, and fallacy

· elements of charts, tables, and other graphics

· elements of the research process: thesis statements, supporting evidence, elements of persuasive writing, synthesis

· rules of literary analysis.
· the importance of avoiding plagiarism and methods for doing so.

Course skills – All students will be able to: 

· analyze how meaning is conveyed in poetry through the use of various literary devices

· evaluate informational texts for an author’s conclusions, rhetorical devices, and the overall effectiveness  of the piece (while citing instances of ambiguity, overstatement, etc)

· evaluate the data contained in tables, charts, graphics, etc.

· locate, summarize, and synthesize information from primary and secondary sources

Texts – Reading material will selected from the following:

Glencoe American Literature


The Crucible


The Great Gatsby


The Catcher in the Rye


The Things They Carried

No Country for Old Men


Winter’s Bone


America Now
Other materials may be covered as the need arises.

Each quarter we will examine an overarching essential question, as well as other questions that should arise in relation to the essential questions.  
Essential Questions

– How does one balance individualism with responsibility to community?

– Why are some members of society more susceptible to alienation than others?
– What is the American dream and is it a possibility for everyone?
– What can one do when faced with lack of power and choice?

Material Needed – Students must bring the following items to each class: a writing utensil, a

notebook, and the appropriate books. You are not required to keep a binder of course materials; however, it is highly recommended.

Evaluation for this course is based on the following percentage values: tests and quizzes

(35%); writing, projects, and presentations (30%); homework and class work (20%); class

participation, behavior, and preparation (15%).

*For the first and second quarter, extra credit will be provided for those who participated in the summer enrichment program.
Class participation & behavior expectations - Your participation will be assessed quarterly
and will reflect your performance in the following categories: preparation, promptness, adherence

to classroom rules, listening skills, respect, on task behavior, and level of engagement (see

attached rubric).  
1.) Be respectful - Show up on time, bring the stuff you need (not the stuff you don’t), be nice and pay attention.

2.) Get involved - Listen to others, ask questions and PLEASE share your opinions.

3.) Talk to me - about your grade, about the class, about whatever you don’t get or what may not

seem fair.
Missed quizzes, tests, or assignments -  Homework assignments may only be made up in the case of an excused absence. An unexcused absence will result in a grade of zero for any work missed. When you are absent, please see me as soon as possible outside of class time to find out what you missed and to schedule make-up. If you missed a test or a quiz, you have two weeks from your return to school to complete the make up. If you miss a homework assignment, you are
responsible for turning in any work due the day of the absence when you return, and you should discuss with me a timeline to complete any assignments given the day of your absence.

Late work - Homework will be collected at the beginning of the period on the date due. Late

homework will not be accepted.  One low homework grade will be dropped per quarter. Writing assignments and projects may be submitted late but will lose seven points for each day late.

Academic Integrity - All work submitted must be your own, original work. Homework should

be done independently and the test/quiz environment should be taken seriously. Violations of the

course’s academic integrity will be addressed per school policy.

Available support services - You are always welcome to stop in for extra help during my office

hours, but if those times don’t work for you, you are encouraged to access the school’s Academic Support Center located in the back of the library.
Please share this syllabus with your parent(s)/guardian(s), and complete the following

portion to be returned.

________________________________________________________________________

Student name: ______________________________

Student signature: ___________________________ date: _________________________

Student email: ______________________________

Parent name: _______________________________

Parent signature: ____________________________ date:; ________________________

Parent email: _______________________________

Parent phone: _______________________________

Any additional information, concerns and/or questions you have for me:

