English I Honors
Course Syllabus 2011-2012
How does literature help us better understand ourselves?

Instructor – Mrs. Enkosky
Class location - Room 122

Office Hours - Mondays and Wednesdays (excluding the first Wednesday of each month)

from 2-2:45; or by appointment.

Contact information - email: senkosky@rsu14.org -  phone: 892-1810 ext. 381

Course description, prerequisites and objectives: College preparatory instruction will focus on

grammar, composition, vocabulary, and literature, including short stories, novels, mythology,

poetry, and Romeo and Juliet. Students will read independently and be introduced to

research techniques. This course will offer an introduction to a broad study of literature and

writing enabling students to become more competent readers, writers, speakers, and thinkers.

Students will read at least four extended pieces of literature, complete at least four formal writing

assignments, and make at least two group or individual oral presentations to the class. All

students will use the writing process as a structure to enable growth within their writing. To

enroll in English I Honors, all students should have a grade of 93 or higher in previous years’ English course, teacher’s recommendation, and a recommended score of at least 238 on the NWEA Reading Test.

Course objectives are aligned with Maine’s Learning Results and the WHS English department scope and sequence. 
Course content - All students will know:
-     various pre, during, and after reading strategies

· various word parts and their meanings

· literary elements (including but not limited to): point of view, conflict, plot, characterization, setting, figurative language

· the writing process/final draft format (MLA)

· the initial steps of the research process: finding & evaluating sources, identifying questions related to topic(s), extracting key points, determining relevance

· conventions of effective public speaking

· introductory rules of literary analysis.
Course skills – All students will be able to:

· apply a variety of reading strategies to understand the author’s meaning

· relate knowledge of word parts and their meanings to understanding new words in context

· examine the effect(s) of internal and external conflict(s) on characters in a literary text

· identify and evaluate the elements of plot in a literary text

· determine the effect of point of view on a literary text

· distinguish between direct and indirect characterization; be familiar with character types

· use the steps of the writing process to edit and correct for grammar and create legible final drafts

· select and apply research methods appropriate to suit topic and purpose

· create and present oral presentations appropriate to audience and purpose


Texts – Reading material will be selected from the following:

Glencoe Literature Course 4

Grammar and Composition Handbook Grade 9

The Least You Should Know about Vocabulary

Of Mice and Men

Mythology

Romeo and Juliet

As Simple As Snow

*Other material may be covered as the need arises.

Each quarter we will examine a major literary work and we will explore essential questions

as they apply to the literature and our society. The course of study may change due to text

availability.

The outline for material to be covered is as follows:

Quarter One Text – Mythology & The Odyssey

Essential Question – What is the importance of storytelling?

Quarter Two Text – Of Mice and Men

Essential Question – What is justice?

Quarter Three Text – Romeo and Juliet

Essential Question – What is the relationship between courage and responsibility?

Quarter Four Text – text to be determined
Essential Question – How do experiences shape personal identity?
Material Needed – Students must bring the following items to each class: a writing utensil, a

notebook, and the appropriate books. You are not required to keep a binder of course materials; however, it is highly recommended.

Evaluation for this course is based on the following percentage values*: tests and quizzes

(35%); writing, projects, and presentations (30%); homework and class work (20%); class

participation, behavior, and preparation (15%).

*For the first quarter only, summer reading assessments will count as 12% of your overall quarter

average.

Class participation & behavior expectations - Your participation will be assessed quarterly
and will reflect your performance in the following categories: preparation, promptness, adherence

to classroom rules, listening skills, respect, on task behavior, and level of engagement (see

attached rubric).  Please see class participation rubric for more specific information on classroom expectations.

1.) Be respectful - Show up on time, bring the stuff you need (not your ipod and PLEASE not

your cell phone), be nice and pay attention.

2.) Get involved - Listen to others, ask questions and PLEASE share your opinions.

3.) Talk to me - about your grade, about the class, about whatever you don’t get or what may not

seem fair.
Missed quizzes, tests, or assignments – Homework assignments may only be made up in the case of an excused absence. An unexcused absence will result in a grade of zero for any work missed.When you are absent, please see me as soon as possible outside of class time to find out what you missed and to schedule make-up. If you missed a test or a quiz, you have two weeks from your return to school to complete the make up. If you miss a homework assignment, you are
responsible for turning in any work due the day of the absence when you return, and you should discuss with me a timeline for completing any assignments given the day of your absence.

Late work - Homework will be collected at the beginning of the period on the date due. Late

homework will not be accepted.  One low homework grade will be dropped per quarter. Writing assignments and projects may be submitted late but will lose seven points for each day late.

Academic Integrity - All work submitted must be your own, original work. Homework should

be done independently and the test/quiz environment should be taken seriously. Violations of the

course’s academic integrity will be addressed per school policy.

Available support services - You are always welcome to stop in for extra help during my office

hours, but if those times don’t work for you, you are encouraged to access the school’s writing

lab, located in the learning center on the second floor.

Please share this syllabus with your parent(s)/guardian(s), and complete the following

portion to be returned.

________________________________________________________________________

Student name: ______________________________

Student signature: ___________________________ date: _________________________

Student email: ______________________________

Parent name: _______________________________

Parent signature: ____________________________ date:; ________________________

Parent email: _______________________________

Parent phone: _______________________________

 If you have immediate concerns or questions, feel free to write them on the back of this slip.
